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“Judgment a Clap and a Shout”
Psalms 47
{To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.}
Psalms 47:1 O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph."

The battle is over. The victory is won. To clap the hands shows extreme joy. Notice, that this is not just a few that are to clap, but all the people of the world. To shout is to rejoice with great enthusiasm. Jesus will rule over all the earth and all people. Those of us who have decided to make Jesus our Lord, as well as our Saviour now, will be ahead of those who must submit to His rule by force. We of our own free will have submitted to the will of the Lord now. This is enough to make the most stayed person begin to shout.

Psalms 47:2 "For the LORD most high [is] terrible; [he is] a great King over all the earth."

This whole chapter is about the 1000 year reign of Jesus Christ on the Earth as Lord of lords and King of kings. This rule will not be like the meek and mild Jesus that was here to save the world. He will rule with a rod of iron. His rule is absolute dominion over all the people of the earth.
Revelation 2:27 "And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father." 

Psalms 47:3 "He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet."

We shall rule with Him as His subordinates. He is King and we are kings. We did not win the battle, the Lord did. He places us in a position of authority over the heathen.

Revelation 20:6 "Blessed and holy [is] he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years." 

Psalms 47:4 "He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah."

We will not rule wherever we choose. He will choose the place for each of us. We should not desire to choose for ourselves. We have previously made Jesus our Lord. His will should be our will. We should not want to choose. We should want Him to choose for us, and then tell us where He wants us to be. It is inheritance enough just to be with Him. We know that just as God gave Israel the promised land, He will give us our inheritance, the place that is best for us. He loved physical Israel, but He, also, loves spiritual Israel who came to Him by choice and not by birthright. We should stop and think on these things.

Psalms 47:5 "God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet."

This is Jesus who goes up with a shout. The voice of the Lord and the sound of the silver trumpet of redemption are very close to the same. They are very hard to separate. 
Matthew 24:31 "And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other." 

I Thessalonians 4:16 "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:" 
We do not know the exact events, but praise God! He knows. We trust Him completely, and know in our heart that the return of the Lord Jesus to heaven had to be shouted about by the angels. God, in verse 5 above, is Jehovah. He is Jehovah, Lord God Almighty.
Psalms 47:6 "Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises."

The type of song here, would be a song of adoration. From the four praises above, I would believe this to be universal, since four means universal. Then, this would be sung all over the world, and not just once, but over and over.

Psalms 47:7 "For God [is] the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding."

He is not just God of the Jews, but of all mankind. The praises with understanding would be singing of His truth, and His love, and His majesty, and all the wonderful truths in the Bible. 
Philippians 2:10 "That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and [things] in earth, and [things] under the earth;" His rule is universal and forever.

Psalms 47:8 "God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness."

Not only will He reign in the 1000 years upon the earth, but He actually reigns now. The heathen does not know, at this time, that God rules over all. Jesus is even now seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven. He will sit on His throne in full view of everyone when this verse comes to fulfillment. Sometimes, people who sit on thrones on the earth, are not honest and upright. In fact, sometimes they are down-right unholy. The throne that the Lord sits upon is holy in every way. It is based on truth and righteousness.

Psalms 47:9 "The princes of the people are gathered together, [even] the people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth [belong] unto God: he is greatly exalted."

We Christians are the people of the God of Abraham. We, like Abraham, had faith and it was counted unto us for righteousness. All of the Christians in the world will be gathered together, when we are resurrected from the earth. All of us will shout praises to Him. We all get our strength and power from Jesus who is our protector. 

Galatians 3:29 "And if ye [be] Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise." 
Questions

1. Why are they to clap their hands in verse 1?

2. Shout unto God with the voice of ________.
3. Who is this saying should do this?
4. What is the difference in the Christian shouting praise to the Lord and the rest of the world?
5. What describes the way Jesus will rule over them?
6. What will the Christians be doing during this 1000 year reign of Jesus?
7. Who does the second death have no power over?
8. Where will we rule?
9. Spiritual Israel came to the Lord by _______, and not by birth right.
10. Who shall descend from heaven with a shout?
11. Who shall rise first?
12. God, in verse 5, is who?
13. Why was sing praises said 4 times in verse 6?
14. Verse 7 says, sing praises with _____________.
15. Verse 8 says God reigns over whom?
16. Where does God sit?
17. What is the throne of God based upon?
18. What was counted unto us for righteousness?
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