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“……YEA, THE SET TIME, IS COME.”
Psalms 102
{A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, 

and poureth out his complaint before the LORD.}

Psalms 102:1 " Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee."

The penman is not certain in this chapter of Psalms. This could have been penned any time when great troubles came upon Jerusalem and its people. It was, possibly, about the time of the captivity. LORD, here, is Jehovah. It is such a shame that most prayers do not occur, until their is great affliction. Certainly when we are faced with great trials and tribulations in our life, we then turn to the LORD in sincere prayer to get us out of the problems we are facing at the moment. The penman here is not only praying earnestly, but also begging the LORD to listen and answer this prayer.
Psalms 102:2 "Hide not thy face from me in the day [when] I am in trouble; incline thine ear unto me: in the day [when] I call answer me speedily."

This is so much like what happened with the Hebrew children on their way to the promised land. They would sin, and God would allow terrible suffering to come. Then they would repent and ask God for His help. God would forgive them and restore them, and then they would drift into sin again. This has been the story of man from the foundation of the world. Not only does the penman here want an answer to his prayer, but he wants a speedy answer.

Psalms 102:3 "For my days are consumed like smoke, and my bones are burned as an hearth."

He is in such heavy grief, that it seems his days are like a puff of smoke. They are here, and then they are suddenly gone. This bitter grief that he is feeling is making him sick in his body. He says, even his bones are aching from the grief.

Psalms 102:4 "My heart is smitten, and withered like grass; so that I forget to eat my bread."

This is speaking of a broken heart that feels as if it has withered and died like the grass does when it is cut. This person has no desire to prolong the agony and desires no food to eat. This is a fast from food, not unto the Lord, but just no desire to eat. Sometimes this happens with grief experienced at the loss of a loved one.

Psalms 102:5 "By reason of the voice of my groaning my bones cleave to my skin."

If a person ceases to eat, the fat on the body is burned up and they become very thin. This would be the case here, where the bone is up next to the skin. A common way to say this would be {they are skin and bones}.
Psalms 102:6 "I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like an owl of the desert."

A pelican in the wilderness would symbolize the destitute condition of this penman. A pelican feeds off fish in the water, and would be the next thing to dead, if they were living in the wilderness. An owl is a very ominous bird. They are creatures of the night. Their hooting is so mournful that it reminds you of a death call. The owl usually is thought of as dwelling in a desolate place. The psalmist is saying, he feels as if he has been deserted.

Psalms 102:7 "I watch, and am as a sparrow alone upon the house top." 

It is as if he feels that he is the only one who cares whether there is a homeland at all, or not. The lonely sparrow on the housetop is watching and waiting for an opportunity to build a nest. The psalmist is saying, he, too, is watching and waiting for the opportunity to build a home again in

his land.
Psalms 102:8 "Mine enemies reproach me all the day; [and] they that are mad against me are sworn against me."

Those enemies that have taken away his way of life, it seems are not content to just have won, they are taunting him asking him, where his God is now? It seems these evil enemies of this man have even sworn to destroy him completely. Again. he has not left his native land, but is waiting for the opportunity to live there. His enemies are telling him, day and night, that will never be.

Psalms 102:9 "For I have eaten ashes like bread, and mingled my drink with weeping,"

It was a very high form of grief to wear sackcloth and pour ashes upon their head. This is what he has been doing, here. In fact, he has done this so much that the ashes have gotten in to the little food he does eat. He has weeped so much, that his tears are in the water he drinks.

Psalms 102:10 "Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down."

This does not have to be some king or ruler to pen this. All Hebrews had been God's chosen people, and in a way, had been elevated up above others around them. He may have been cast down of God, but if God did cast him down, he deserved it. God's wrath is reserved for the children of disobedience. 
Ephesians 5:6 "Let no man deceive you with vain words: for because of these things cometh the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience."

Psalms 102:11 "My days [are] like a shadow that declineth; and I am withered like grass."

This is actually the fate of all men who are not in right standing with God. Everyone, good and bad, begin to die the day they are born. The only important difference in one man over another, is what happens to them after this brief life here on the earth. Those who trust in Jesus as their Saviour and Lord, inherit eternal life.

Psalms 102:12 "But thou, O LORD, shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations."

The psalmist, here, is going to the source of help. He is saying, even though my time on the earth is very short, You are from everlasting to everlasting. The psalmist is aware that he will soon be forgotten, when his life on this earth is done, but God will never be forgotten. Every generation has its opportunity to accept or reject the salvation offered through Jesus Christ our Lord. All know of God, in every generation. Their choice is to believe unto eternal life, or not believe and wind up in hell.
Psalms 102:13 "Thou shalt arise, [and] have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come."

We have spoken of Zion, and all that it means, in all of these lessons. Zion, the mountain in Jerusalem, certainly will be totally restored as the holy city of God. Some would say that this very thing has already happened when the Jews got control of Jerusalem again. Looking at the standpoint of the church, we would say that it has not yet been restored to the greatness that it once had. There may still be a falling away, before we get desperate enough to ask God to intervene and restore its greatness. There is a time when even this will happen. I believe the time is very near. Our cry should be for mercy, and not justice.

Psalms 102:14 "For thy servants take pleasure in her stones, and favour the dust thereof."

Just the wailing wall remains of the old temple in Jerusalem. It is strange, in view of this Scripture that the wall is large stones. The Jewish people, and many Christians from around the world, go to the wall of stones and pray today.

QUESTIONS

1. Who wrote the 102nd Psalm?

2. What type of prayer does verse 1 say this is?
3. What type of answer does the penman want to his prayer?
4. For my days are consumed as _______.
5. What does {my bones are burned as an hearth} mean?
6. His heart is withered like ______.
7. What type of bird is the owl?
8. What does he mean by comparing himself to a sparrow upon the housetop?
9. What are his enemies doing to him all day long?
10. How serious are their threats?
11. What does his statement, {I have eaten ashes like bread} mean?
12. What caused his drink to be mingled with weeping?
13. Whose wrath is he speaking of in verse 10?
14. God had lifted him, up and ______ __ ______.
15. When do you begin to die?
16. What is the difference in godly men and worldly men?
17. The remembrance of God is unto all ____________.
18. Zion will be restored to be the ______ ____ of God.
19. The cry of the Christian should be for _______, not ____________.
20. Where does the author believe the stones, spoken of in verse 14,
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