June 19, 2020
BIBLE STUDY

Straightway Church of Christ, Inc.

37 Market Street, New Haven, CT 06513

Bishop M. Ruel McCoy, Sr., Servant / Shepherd

The Late Bishop E. Samuel Green, Establishmentarian
SHITTIM, SPIES AND SALVATION
Joshua 2:1-24
Joshua 2:1 "And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there." 

Shittim, formerly a place of spiritual failure, now becomes a place for spiritual victory. 

Numbers 25:1-13 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.
Places and occasions of spiritual defeat and barrenness often are used and transformed by God into springboards of salvation. This place is the same as the plains of Moab across from Jericho. The Israelites had stopped here for a while. Jericho was known as the city of fragrance. It was, also, known as the city of the palm trees. It is, even today, a very fertile area. There is safety in two going, instead of one. It seems these two young men found a place of rest in Rahab's house. This same Rahab, the harlot, is mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus. Rahab’s lifestyle or lying is not sanctioned by God. But, God in His permissive will uses her natural wisdom and wiles to accomplish His perfect will.

Romans 5:8
8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
1 Timothy 1:15
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.
Isaiah 55:8-9
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lord.
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.
Joshua 2:2 "And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country." 

It appears, the king had suspicioned the Israelites would send spies into his land. He, probably, had men stationed to watch for just such an entrance. They have, now, reported to the king that his fears have come true. The Israelites have, indeed, come to search the land. 
Joshua 2:3 "And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country." 

Now, we see they not only saw them come into the city, but actually saw them enter Rahab's house. Some writers believe that Rahab is a symbol of the forgiven church. Perhaps, these young men thought the fact this was a harlot's house would have caused less suspicion of their presence in town. 
Joshua 2:4 "And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they [were]:" 

This could have cost Rahab her life, if the king found her out. She actually told the king's men that, they had been there, but left. She, probably, had already hid the men, when she knew the king's men were on their way. 
Joshua 2:5 "And it came to pass [about the time] of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them." 

Rahab is telling lies to save the spies. Just about dark is the time she told the king's men they left. She encourages them to go and look elsewhere for them. Rahab was a pagan and did not know the law of God. She had no idea that telling lies for good reasons was actually wrong. She, probably, did not even realize harlotry was a sin. These people were not taught in the ways of God. She, probably, did not even realize harlotry was a sin. These people were not taught in the ways of God. However, they we prophetically included in God’s sovereign plan of salvation
Romans 3:4-10
4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.
5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh vengeance? (I speak as a man)
6 God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world?
7 For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner?
8 And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may come? whose damnation is just.
9 What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are all under sin;
10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:
Rahab’s son, Boaz, married Ruth, the Moabitess, and became the father of Obed, the grandfather of Jesse, and the great grandfather of David. God used the wombs of a pagan harlot (Ruth) and a descendent of the incestuous relationship between Lot and his daughter (Ruth) as part of the lineage from Jesus would be born. This demonstrates that God’s grace is sufficient for, and His forgiveness is extended to everyone.
Acts 17:24-31
24 God that made the world and all things therein, seeing that he is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
25 Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things;
26 And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation;
27 That they should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every one of us:
28 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are also his offspring.
29 Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device.
30 And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:
31 Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.
Joshua 2:6 "But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof." 

We have discussed before how their homes had flat roofs and were used for daytime activities. It appears, from this, that Rahab had stacked some flax on her roof. She hid the spies under the flax. Linen is made from flax. God had saved these spies. It was He who had Rahab to stack the flax. It was His idea planted in Rahab's mind to hide the spies here. God will hide His own in time of trouble. 

Joshua 2:7 "And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate." 

The men, who had come from the king, went to look for the spies outside the city gates. It must have been about dusk, because just after they left to look for the men, the city gate was closed. 

Joshua 2:8 "And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;" 

She did not disturb them after they had lain down. She went up before they lay down to sleep. She wanted to talk to them. 

Joshua 2:9 "And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you." 

She, like many of the other inhabitants, had heard that God had given the Israelites this land. It is obvious she was more terrified of God than she was of her own king. Rahab has great faith in the ability of God to do what He says. She speaks of it as if it is inevitable. It appears, fear had already gripped the people of this land. They were afraid of Israel's God. 

Joshua 2:10 "For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that [were] on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed." 

It seems that the miracles that God had done for them 40 years ago at the Red Sea, was still known of these people. Of a more recent time, God had destroyed Og and Sihon, and gave their land to Reuben Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh. Word brought to these people of Jericho had them frightened of Israel's God. 

Joshua 2:11 "And as soon as we had heard [these things], our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he [is] God in heaven above, and in earth beneath." 

The recognition of God for who He is will get a person saved. Rahab does not know this God of Israel personally, but she believes in her heart that He is truly God. Rahab realizes the idols are not real. She expresses, here, that the LORD, He is God of everyone. This type of faith gets God's attention. The sinful life she is living cannot keep her from being redeemed. God will wash her and make her sins white as snow. She is not saved because of her works (hiding the spies) but by her faith in God.
Hebrews 11:31 By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.
Ephesians 2:8-10
8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

9 Not of works, lest any man should boast.

10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

Joshua 2:12 "Now therefore, I pray you, swear unto me by the LORD, since I have shewed you kindness, that ye will also shew kindness unto my father's house, and give me a true token:" 

Rahab risked her life for their safety, because she believed in their God. Notice, Rahab pleads for her family, as well as herself. I think it is commendable on her part that she saved their lives, before she asked for her family's safety. She did not bargain with them, before she hid them. She is asking for something that will identify her and save her family, when the siege comes. 
Joshua 2:13 "And [that] ye will save alive my father, and my mother, and my brethren, and my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives from death." 

We see the specific persons, now, she desires saved. She is not satisfied to be saved herself, she wants them saved, also. This is similar to Christianity. Each Christian's desire is that his family will be saved. 
Joshua 2:14 "And the men answered her, Our life for yours, if ye utter not this our business. And it shall be, when the LORD hath given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly with thee." 

Rahab had already committed herself to saving their lives. They have agreed to Rahab's terms, if she remains silent about their plans. 
Joshua 2:15 "Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house [was] upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall." 

It appears, this window was in the wall of the city. It, also, appears that her house was part of the wall of the city. It could have been on the top of the wall, the same as it could have been part of the wall. The main idea is that Rahab let them down by rope to the ground outside the wall. We know of a similar happening, when Paul was let down by a basket outside the wall. 
Joshua 2:16 "And she said unto them, Get you to the mountain, lest the pursuers meet you; and hide yourselves there three days, until the pursuers be returned: and afterward may ye go your way." 

Not only had Rahab helped them out of the city, but she tells them of a good hiding place in the mountains where they will be safe. Near Jericho the mountains were full of caves, and they would be safe hiding in one of them. In just such a cave, the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, years after they were hidden there. 
Joshua 2:17 And the men said unto her, We [will be] blameless of this thine oath which thou hast made us swear. 

They did not want to be blamed for not keeping their promise to Rahab. They give her the following instructions for her safety. 

Joshua 2:18 "Behold, [when] we come into the land, thou shalt bind this line of scarlet thread in the window which thou didst let us down by: and thou shalt bring thy father, and thy mother, and thy brethren, and all thy father's household, home unto thee." 

Those, whose lives Rahab had begged for, will have to be in her home to be safe. The scarlet thread is speaking of red. Red means blood, or life. This red thread is symbolic of the blood of Jesus Christ, which saves all who will dare to believe. It was the blood of the lamb, which saved the Hebrews in Egypt. This type of sign of safety is throughout the Bible. It began with the blood covenant God made with Abraham. 
Joshua 2:19 "And it shall be, [that] whosoever shall go out of the doors of thy house into the street, his blood [shall be] upon his head, and we [will be] guiltless: and whosoever shall be with thee in the house, his blood [shall be] on our head, if [any] hand be upon him." 

This is the very same thing as the blood on the door of the Hebrews houses. If they were not inside the house with the blood, they were killed like the Egyptian firstborn. This is speaking of the blood of the Lamb of God protecting Rahab and her family, who are covered in the blood. Christians are washed in that same blood, and made righteous in God's sight. 
Revelation 1:5 "And from Jesus Christ, [who is] the faithful witness, [and] the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,"

Revelation 7:14 "And I said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to me, These are they which came out of great tribulation, and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb." 

Joshua 2:20 "And if thou utter this our business, then we will be quit of thine oath which thou hast made us to swear." 

She must not only put the red thread of rope on her house, but she must not tell of their mission, as well. 
Joshua 2:21 "And she said, According unto your words, so [be] it. And she sent them away, and they departed: and she bound the scarlet line in the window." 

She did not, wait until the attack came. She prepared herself then. People, who are thinking about becoming a Christian, should not wait, until the trumpet blows in the sky. It might be too late. Rahab shows her eagerness to be ready, by binding the scarlet line in the window ahead of time. Her redemption is sealed, with that action upon her part. 
Joshua 2:22 "And they went, and came unto the mountain, and abode there three days, until the pursuers were returned: and the pursuers sought [them] throughout all the way, but found [them] not." 

Rahab had given them good advice. They were able to hide safely, until the searchers from the king stopped looking. Perhaps, they were in a cave, we do not know. We do know they were in the mountains three days, and not found out. 
Joshua 2:23 "So the two men returned, and descended from the mountain, and passed over, and came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all [things] that befell them:" 

They were young, so they, probably, swam over the river to get back to Joshua. Joshua was pleased that the people feared them. An enemy who fears defeat, will, probably, experience defeat. They told Joshua of their promise to Rahab, as well. 
Joshua 2:24 "And they said unto Joshua, Truly the LORD hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us." 

There were no negative reports this time. The two spies found they truly could take this land of promise. The best news of all is the fact that the land they are about to enter, is fearful of the God of the Israelites. The enemy will, probably, give up easily, since they know that Israel's God fights for Israel. 

QUESTIONS
1. Who did Joshua send on a spying mission?
2. Where did he send them?
3. Where did they stay, when they got there?
4. Jericho was known as the city of ___________.
5. Rahab is mentioned in the genealogy of _________.
6. Who was their presence in the city reported to?
7. Who came to check with Rahab about the spies?
8. Some writers believe that Rahab is a symbol of the _________ _______.
9. What did Rahab do, to keep the two men safe?
10. What did she tell the men the king had sent?
11. Did Rahab realize that lying and committing adultery was sin?
12. When did Rahab go and talk to the spies?
13. Why had terror fallen upon them?
14. What had Rahab heard of God?
15. Who received the land of Og and Sihon?
16. What confession did Rahab make in verse 11?
17. Each Christian's desire is that his _________ will be saved.
18. How did Rahab get them out of town?
19. What good advice did she give the spies?
20. What did the spies tell Rahab to do, to be saved?
21. The scarlet thread is speaking of _________.
22. Verse 19 is similar to what other happening?
23. After 3 days, where did the spies go?
24. What type of report did they give?
25. ________ fights for Israel. 
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