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PSALMS 128
{A Song of degrees}
Psalms 128:1 "Blessed [is] every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways."

Fear, or reverence, of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. It is one of the major factors that we build upon. Many of the other attributes that Christians have are started right here. If we did not reverence Him, we might not do the things that He wills us to do. Notice the word {walketh}. Walketh means continues to walk. We must continue to walk in the fear and reverence of the Lord, if we are to be blessed. This blessing is for this earth and for the eternity to come.

Psalms 128:2 "For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy [shalt] thou [be], and [it shall be] well with thee."

We find that even though we are the blessed of God, we still must work. God will bless the work of our hands, if we are walking in His ways. He, in fact, will bless the work of our hands, and make it to prosper. People who work and accomplish something with that work are happy. This happiness comes especially, when we know what we are doing is pleasing to God.

Psalms 128:3 "Thy wife [shall be] as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table."

Hebrews believed that children were a blessing from God. The Hebrew women were very upset, if they did not bear children. They even thought it to be a punishment from God, if they did not have children. A good wife, who does her husband good and not evil, is said to be more precious than rubies to a man. The wife and husband are one in the flesh. When the husband is blessed, she is blessed, as well. This speaking of the olive plants round the table are speaking of the many children around the table of their parents. Olive trees have very long lives. 
Psalms 128:4 "Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD."

The blessings of a happy home are tops on the list of blessings. The fact that he had a good wife and many children would bring him happiness at home, and respect in the community. To fear the Lord, as we said, is the beginning of wisdom. This would be a wise man indeed, who would raise his family in the fear an admonition of the Lord.
Psalms 128:5 "The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life."

The Hebrews looked to the temple in Jerusalem for blessings. This is the same as Zion. In the spiritual sense, Zion being the church, the blessings do flow from the church to the people. The LORD {Jehovah} does bless the people through the workings of the church. Jerusalem was not overrun in David's time, and all the days of his life he did see the good of Jerusalem.

Psalms 128:6 "Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, [and] peace upon Israel."

At the end of David's reign and the 40 years that Solomon reigned, there was peace in Jerusalem. One of the things that Solomon did was make peace treaties with the countries around them. Children's children are the crown of old men. We seem to live again in our grandchildren, and it is a joy to live to see them grow up.
Questions

1. What does walketh mean?
2. Thou shalt eat the _______ of thy hands.
3. What is meant by thy wife being a fruitful vine?
4. What does it mean about children like olive plants round about the table?
5. Hebrews believed children were a _________ from God.
6. Hebrew women thought it to be what, if they did not bare children?
7. What would bring the man happiness at home?
8. In verse 5, what blessings is it speaking of out of Zion?
9. How long did Solomon reign?
10. Children's children are the crown of ____ ___.
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