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 “JUDGMENT, DESPERATION 

AND WAITING”

Psalms 13
{To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.}
Psalms 13:1 “How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me?"

Have you ever felt like crying out to God, how long? It seems that David feels the situation is desperate. He must hear form God immediately. This is not a murmuring, but a cry for God to help. If you have never started a work for the glory of God, you have not experienced what David is feeling here. 
It is as if David is saying, I did the best I could Lord, Have I displeased you so that you are hiding from me? David really had not displeased God. Perhaps, David was being taught a lesson of patience. Sometimes, it seems the harder we try, the slower our answers are in coming. David is suffering while waiting, so time it appears is just dragging by. The Lord never forgets His own.

Job 14:14 (KJV) 
14  If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my appointed time will I wait, till my change come. 

Psalm 25:5 (KJV) 
5  Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

Psalm 27:14 (KJV) 
14  Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD. 

Psalm 37:9 (KJV) 
9  For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth. 

Psalm 37:34 (KJV) 
34  Wait on the LORD, and keep his way, and he shall exalt thee to inherit the land: when the wicked are cut off, thou shalt see it. 

Psalm 59:9 (KJV) 
9  Because of his strength will I wait upon thee: for God is my defence. 

Psalm 62:5 (KJV) 
5  My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him. 

Psalm 69:3 (KJV) 
3  I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God. 

Psalm 69:6 (KJV) 
6  Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

Psalm 104:27 (KJV) 
27  These wait all upon thee; that thou mayest give them their meat in due season. 

Habakkuk 2:3 (KJV) 
3  For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry. 

Hebrews 13:5 (KJV) 
5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
Psalms 13:2 "How long shall I take counsel in my soul, [having] sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me?"

This reminds me so much of the things we try to do by our own might. We try this and that and it fails. David is in the same fix here. He knows war and is not afraid to go into battle to win. He seems to have tried all the things he knows to do in the flesh, and none of these things have worked. Have you ever read, When all else fails, read the instructions. We Christians, and David as well, need to take that advice. The Bible is our instruction Book. There is an answer for every problem we face, and even for the one David is facing here. It is not by our might that things work out, it is by God's help. 
Zechariah 4:6 "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This [is] the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts." 
Have faith in the instruction Book {Bible} and the Instructor {God}, then you cannot fail. Even though the enemy seems to be winning, I have read the last page and God wins. All of God's children, who learn to trust in the Lord, will have the last laugh over their enemies.

Psalms 13:3 "Consider [and] hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the [sleep of] death;"

David has done the only thing left to him. He is praying to the Lord for help. When we feel that God is not listening to our prayers, it brings the worst despair a person can know. David says, he is sorrowful unto death. Perhaps, death would be a relief from his great sorrow. Even Jesus felt this great sorrow, as we read in the following verse. Jesus prayed and submitted to the will of the Father.

Matthew 26:38 "Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch with me." 
Psalms 13:4 "Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; [and] those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved."

One of the reasons that Moses gave God, not to destroy the children of Israel out in the wilderness, when they made the golden calf, was that the Egyptians would rejoice about it. David is explaining to God that God's enemies will rejoice over the destruction of David. Those who are opposed to David are God's enemies, as well as David's. In fact, they associated David with the God of Israel. When David killed the giant {Goliath}, David came against Him in the name of the God of Israel. This is a good reason David is giving here, but it is not necessary. God will help David, because He loves him. God will help you and me, because He loves us. He is our Father.
Psalms 13:5 "But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation."

Now, we see a statement of confidence in the mercy of God. We see David remembering his trust he had placed in the Lord. Just as every one of us must place our trust in the salvation that Jesus has provided for us, David must activate his faith and trust. God is a God of mercy. Prayers are answered when we have faith that they will be answered.

Psalms 13:6 "I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me."

What a beautiful way to end this Psalm. David is praising God in song for dealing so bountifully with him. The sorrow we feel when we are convinced that God has forgotten us, is quickly turned to joy and thanksgiving when we remember all the blessings He has showered upon us. Pray with faith, and God will bless you above what you can ask or think.
Ephesians 3:20-21 (KJV) 
20  Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
21  Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

QUESTIONS

1. Have you ever felt like crying out to God, How long?

2. This from David is not a murmuring, but a ___ ___ ____.

3. Perhaps, David was being taught a lesson of ________.

4. Time _____ when we are doing something we enjoy.

5. Where do we find the Scripture that says, I will never leave you nor forsake you?

6. In verse 2, what has David tried, that didn't work?

7. When all else fails, read the ___________.

8. What is the instruction book for the believer?

9. Not by might, nor by power, but by my _______, saith the Lord.

10. What is probably the worst despair for a Christian?

11. Who is sorrowful, even unto death, in Matthew chapter 26 verse 38?

12. What was one of the reasons Moses gave God for not destroying all the Israelites, when they made the golden calf?

13. David's enemies are _____ enemies, as well.

14. What was the name of the giant that David had killed?

15. David came against the giant in whose name?

16. When are prayers answered?

17. What did David do, that showed he thanked God for dealing so bountifully with him?

18. Pray with ______, and God will bless you above what you can ask or think.
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