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“JUDGMENT AND GOD’S

CONTINUAL GOODNESS”

Psalms 52
"{To the chief Musician, Maschil, [A Psalm] of David, when Doeg the Edomite 
came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.}
Psalms 52:1 Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? The goodness of God [endureth] continually."

David is saying that mischief should never be boasted about. We know that many in our day have called themselves great men, when in truth, all they know how to do is to tear down something someone else has built. It has been said “any fool can tear it down, but only a wise man can build it up.” David is saying, you say you are this great man; show me the great things you have done. Goodness is in creation, not in destruction. The goodness of God lives on forever. 
Psalms 52:2 "Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully."

The untamed tongue is a deadly weapon. The comparison of the tongue to a razor is a good comparison. They can both cut you to pieces. Many a person has had their reputation destroyed by the lies of someone's tongue. Deceit indicates that the person whose tongue is doing all of this damage is a liar, as well. The truth is not in him.
James 3:8-10 (KJV) 
8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 
9  Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God. 
10  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

Psalms 52:3 "Thou lovest evil more than good; [and] lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah."

This is speaking of a person who is evil all the way through. He is of his father the devil. His heart is stayed upon evil all the time. They are not interested in being righteous, they have chosen evil.
Revelation 22:14-15 (KJV) 
14  Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the gates into the city. 
15  For without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever loveth and maketh a lie.
Jude 1:4 (KJV) 
4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
2 Timothy 3:1-9 (KJV) 
1  This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2  For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3  Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good, 
4  Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God; 
5  Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. 
6  For of this sort are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden with sins, led away with divers lusts, 
7  Ever learning, and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
8  Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith. 
9  But they shall proceed no further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also was. 
They have chosen the devil as did the one third of the angels who followed Lucifer. Lucifer, Satan, the devil, or whatever you would like to call him, is evil and all of those who choose to follow him are evil, also. Selah, means pause and think on these things.

Jude 1:5-8 (KJV) 
5  I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not. 
6  And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 
7  Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 
8  Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 

Psalms 52:4 "Thou lovest all devouring words, O [thou] deceitful tongue."

The root cause of a deceitful tongue is a deceitful heart operating the tongue. Out of the issue of the heart, the tongue speaketh. Devour means to destroy. These devouring words are intended to destroy the person who listens to them.

Psalms 52:5 "God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of [thy] dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah."

The land of the living could be speaking of heaven where we will live forever. We know the parable of the fruit tree tells us that those who are not fruit bearers are to be plucked up by the root and burned. They are, also, the chaff in the parable of the wheat. The chaff is gathered up and burned. It is fit for nothing, but destruction. There is no good future in store at all for those who hate goodness. This pause Selah, means again, stop and think about this.

Psalms 52:6 "The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him:"

Those who laugh last, laugh best. Perhaps, this does not mean hilarious laughter, but more a knowing that there would come a time of payment by this evil one. Those in right standing with God, looking at the punishment of those who hate God, would be a very sobering and fearful thing. When Moses came down the mountain and God destroyed some of the revilers, it was a frightening thing to those left. It is the wisest thing you ever did to fear God.

Psalms 52:7 "Lo, [this is] the man [that] made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, [and] strengthened himself in his wickedness."

Earthly riches and fame are soon gone, for death of the flesh comes to us all. The sad thing is that, wicked people have no future worth living for beyond the grave. Their eternal life is spent in continual torment. Riches may buy you a big car, and a big house, and fine clothes in the earth, but someone else will benefit from them when you die. No amount of money or fame can purchase eternal life for you.
Psalms 52:8 "But I [am] like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever."
I am told that olive trees live for thousands of years. To be a green tree, would show that the life was still in the tree. Possibly, this tree was mentioned here to show that life with God is forever. His mercy endureth forever. I have placed my trust in God who will never fail me, and I shall live with Him forever.

Psalms 52:9 "I will praise thee forever, because thou hast done [it]: and I will wait on thy name; for [it is] good before thy saints."

There is no other way the Christian can show God how pleased we are over what He has done for us. I will lift up the name of Jesus all the days of my life, for He has done mighty things in my behalf. Not the least of which is , He saved me by His grace. 
Hebrews 13:15 "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of [our] lips giving thanks to his name."

We will continue this lesson by giving the 53rd Psalm in metre.
Questions

1. Is the man David is speaking of in verse 1 really a mighty man?

2. Goodness is in _________, not in ______________.
3. What is the tongue compared to in verse 2?
4. Why is the comparison a good one?
5. What are some of the names of the devil?
6. Why is Selah used after verse 3?
7. What is the root cause of a deceitful tongue?
8. What does devour mean?
9. What is {land of the living} speaking of?
10. What 3 things do the righteous do in verse 6?
11. Those who laugh last laugh, ______ _____.
12. What is the wisest thing you could do?
13. What does the evil man trust in?
14. What is the meaning of the green olive tree?
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